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ELIZABETH ANDREW: 

It couldn’t have been a more modest beginning; I mean it was five or six of us, in a kitchen in 

Southfields!  That’s how I first met them and this I think this was Julia’s house.    

My name’s Elizabeth Andrew.  I joined PET first in 1988 and in 1991 I became Chair. 

 

It was just an idea that was so sensible.  If you could get education properly established and 

people could do what they want, which is what we’ve always said.  We do not run courses 

which say, do this and you’ll be literate – no.  We say, what would you like to do? 

 

DAVID BURTON: 

Almost from the very beginning, as you can imagine, demand exceeded supply. 

My name is David Burton, I am one of the co-founders of the Prisoners Education Trust. 

 

Wandsworth was a local prison and people tended not to stay there for very long.  But 

distance learning does have that flexibility in that it can follow a prisoner around from place 

to place.   

It didn’t have to be something you were going to go on and do work in, but at least you 

wouldn’t be wasting your time in prison. 
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PRESENTER: 

In the early 90s, PET extended its remit to include Holloway and Brixton prisons.  That was 

just the beginning of a period of expansion that would lay the foundation for what the 

charity has become. 

 

Julia Braggins: 

 

JULIA BRAGGINS: 

Really, until Elizabeth Andrew came on to the board, we were less ambitious perhaps about 

fundraising than we might have been. She transformed I think the fundraising operation, 

and all credit to her for that. 

ELIZABETH ANDREW: 

I remember I said, we’re gonna have a meeting and talk about money and I’d never raised 

money! And somebody said, well, we can have coffee mornings, or we could encourage 

people to make stuff and we could sell it and I said no, that is going to get us pennies; we 

need hundreds – we need thousands, I am going to the city.  So I did! 

 

TRISH SMITH: 

 I mean there was real passion about it, real passion about prisoners education and the right 

for people to have a second chance because it’s not an attractive subject; it’s not an 

attractive thing for people to give money to, supporting people in prison. 

My name’s Trish Smith. I first went to PET in the early 90s.  And I at the time was, I think the 

deputy education manager at Brixton Prison. 

 

Elizabeth wanted, she wanted someone that had the knowledge of what was happening on 

the ground in prisons and David had started off and they knew about Wandsworth, I think 

David had gone, so they really wanted someone who knew how things operated. 

 

PRESENTER: 

Trish Smith had come from New Zealand with a voluntary organisation to teach literacy.   

 

TRISH SMITH: 

But there was something very – I mean with Elizabeth, she’s very forthright, very clear in her 

mind about what she believes in and not driven, but she was a real driver.  She was gonna 
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make people listen and I think she really did actually.  I think she didn’t like fundraising as 

such. 

ELIZABETH ANDREW: 

I said, whenever we had money we would expand; the first ten years were very slow; by 

1997, we were only funding thirty one prisons.  And then a year later we were in forty-

three.  1998 was a bit of a year because we raised a hundred thousand for the first time.  I 

retired in 2001 and by then we were in over a hundred prisons.   

 

PRESENTER: 

Lady Elizabeth Andrew OBE. 

 

DURATION: 04’09” 


